
26/12/2022, 21:39 The Healing Power of Belief - David R Hamilton PHD

https://drdavidhamilton.com/the-healing-power-of-belief/ 1/6

image: iStock photo

I recently read about an amazing story of the power of the

placebo effect. It was recorded in 1957 and demonstrates

just how powerful the human mind can be.

A patient had advanced cancer of the lymph nodes

(lymphoma) and was told that he had no more than a few

weeks to live. He couldn’t get radiotherapy or

chemotherapy because he was anaemic but he had heard of

a new experimental anti-cancer drug called Krebiozen and

begged his doctor to give him some. So the doctor gave

him an injection of it.

Within a few days of the injection he was out of bed and walking about the ward at the hospital.

Very quickly the tumours, which had been the size of oranges, had shrunk and were now golf ball

sized. His rapid improvement continued and he was soon released from the hospital totally free of

cancer.

But about 2 months later there was a story in the papers saying that Krebiozen was no good. The

man read it, believed it, even though Krebiozen was working for him, and within days his cancer

had returned and he was back in hospital.

His doctor, realising there were few options, then told him a lie because he believed that the

patient’s recovery might have had a lot to do with his belief in Krebiozen. So he told him that the

papers had got it wrong and that the drug really was a great drug. The doctor told him that the

cancer probably came back because the batch of drug he got had gone off a wee bit while it was

sitting in the hospital pharmacy. He told him that a new batch of double strength Krebiozen was

due at the hospital soon and he could get an injection of it.
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Of course, there was no double strength stuff. The doctor made it up. A couple of days later,

pretending that the double strength batch had just been delivered, the doctor gave the patient the

injection. But it was an injection of pure water – a placebo. You know what? The cancer rapidly

disappeared. The man was healthy and free of cancer once again.

But, once again, about 2 months later the papers ran another story, this time giving Krebiozen a

death sentence. Apparently the trials had shown it to be useless. This proved to be the last straw

for the patient because his tumours quickly reappeared, he was taken back into hospital, and he

died 2 days later.

So if ever someone tells you that something can’t be done, or that you can’t be healed, maybe

there’s a little voice inside that says you can. I believe that faith can move mountains.

Posted in placebo

David Hamilton

← Think Yourself Well: Scientific Evidence for

the Power of Visualisation

A calm mind speeds up wound

healing…..Marital Stress slows it down →

August 2022

July 2022

June 2022

May 2022

April 2022

March 2022

February 2022

January 2022

November 2021

October 2021

September 2021

August 2021

July 2021

June 2021

March 2021

February 2021

January 2021

September 2020

August 2020

July 2020

April 2020

March 2020

January 2020

November 2019

October 2019

August 2019

June 2019

April 2019

March 2019

February 2019

January 2019

December 2018

October 2018

September 2018

August 2018

July 2018

March 2018

December 2017

November 2017

October 2017

https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/placebo/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/think-yourself-well-scientific-evidence-for-the-power-of-visualisation/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/a-calm-mind-speeds-up-wound-healing-marital-stress-slows-it-down/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2022/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2022/07/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2022/06/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2022/05/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2022/04/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2022/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2022/02/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2022/01/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2021/11/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2021/10/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2021/09/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2021/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2021/07/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2021/06/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2021/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2021/02/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2021/01/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2020/09/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2020/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2020/07/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2020/04/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2020/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2020/01/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2019/11/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2019/10/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2019/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2019/06/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2019/04/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2019/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2019/02/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2019/01/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2018/12/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2018/10/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2018/09/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2018/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2018/07/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2018/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2017/12/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2017/11/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2017/10/


26/12/2022, 21:39 The Healing Power of Belief - David R Hamilton PHD

https://drdavidhamilton.com/the-healing-power-of-belief/ 3/6

August 2017

May 2017

March 2017

February 2017

January 2017

December 2016

October 2016

September 2016

May 2016

April 2016

March 2016

February 2016

December 2015

November 2015

September 2015

August 2015

June 2015

May 2015

April 2015

March 2015

February 2015

January 2015

December 2014

October 2014

September 2014

August 2014

July 2014

June 2014

May 2014

April 2014

March 2014

February 2014

January 2014

December 2013

November 2013

October 2013

September 2013

August 2013

July 2013

June 2013

https://drdavidhamilton.com/2017/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2017/05/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2017/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2017/02/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2017/01/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2016/12/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2016/10/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2016/09/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2016/05/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2016/04/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2016/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2016/02/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/12/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/11/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/09/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/06/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/05/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/04/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/02/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2015/01/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/12/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/10/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/09/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/07/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/06/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/05/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/04/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/02/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2014/01/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/12/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/11/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/10/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/09/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/07/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/06/


26/12/2022, 21:39 The Healing Power of Belief - David R Hamilton PHD

https://drdavidhamilton.com/the-healing-power-of-belief/ 4/6

May 2013

April 2013

March 2013

February 2013

January 2013

December 2012

November 2012

October 2012

September 2012

August 2012

July 2012

June 2012

May 2012

April 2012

February 2012

January 2012

November 2011

October 2011

September 2011

July 2011

June 2011

May 2011

April 2011

Categories

Achieve

Ageing

attitude

Compassion

Confidence

Consciousness

Daisy

Destiny vs Free Will

diet & nutrition

Emotional Contagion

empathy

Family

Genetics

Gratitude

https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/05/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/04/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/03/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/02/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2013/01/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/12/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/11/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/10/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/09/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/08/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/07/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/06/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/05/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/04/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/02/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2012/01/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2011/11/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2011/10/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2011/09/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2011/07/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2011/06/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2011/05/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/2011/04/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/achieve/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/ageing/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/attitude/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/compassion/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/confidence/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/consciousness-2/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/daisy/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/destiny-vs-free-will/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/diet-nutrition/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/emotional-contagion/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/empathy/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/family/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/genetics/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/gratitude/


26/12/2022, 21:39 The Healing Power of Belief - David R Hamilton PHD

https://drdavidhamilton.com/the-healing-power-of-belief/ 5/6

healing

Health

Intuition

Kindness

Life

love

meditation

Mind-Body

Mirror Neurons

nature

Oscar

Oxytocin

placebo

reiki

Relationships

Ripple Effect

self-love

Uncategorized

Visualization

Vulnerability

Personal Development Club

Exclusive Live Monthly Talks. Find Out More

A B O U T

B L O G

O N L I N E  C O U R S E S

C O N T A C T

P R I V A C Y  P O L I C Y

https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/healing/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/health/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/intuition/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/kindness-2/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/life/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/love/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/meditation/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/mind-body/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/mirror-neurons-2/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/nature/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/oscar/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/oxytocin/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/placebo/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/reiki/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/relationships/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/ripple-effect/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/self-love/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/uncategorized/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/visualization-2/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/category/vulnerability/
https://david-hamilton.mykajabi.com/personaldevelopmentclub
https://drdavidhamilton.com/about/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/blog/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/online-courses/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/contact/
https://drdavidhamilton.com/privacy-policy/


26/12/2022, 21:39 The Healing Power of Belief - David R Hamilton PHD

https://drdavidhamilton.com/the-healing-power-of-belief/ 6/6

Get my DAILY BOOST to your
Inbox

Name

Email Address

Yes, I agree to receiving the Daily Boost emails and

that I can unsubscribe at any time.

SUBSCRIBE

©  2 0 2 2  D A V I D  R  H A M I L T O N  P H D  F R O M  R E A D Y  S T E A D Y  W E B S I T E S     

https://readysteadywebsites.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DavidRHamiltonPhD/
https://twitter.com/DrDRHamilton
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-david-r-hamilton-7169b1/
https://www.instagram.com/davidrhamiltonphd/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGaiq6z0qMY52imF7SepD3w

